
Hampshire Inter Y.B.C Scratch League 

2009/2010 Season League Rules (revised, changes in red)

1. MEMBERSHIP TO THE BTBA

This travelling league will be governed by BTBA rules. All participating bowlers must be members of the BTBA and have a current BTBA membership card. It will be the responsibility of the team managers to provide evidence to the league secretary of current BTBA membership and date of birth of all bowlers. 

2. LEAGUE COMMITTEE

The league committee elected for this season is:

President

            HARRY SMALLMAN (HAVANT) 

Vice-President
            ROWENA GALLAGHER (FARNBOROUGH) 

Assistant Secretary
NICK LONGWORTH (MILLBROOK)
Treasurer

            ANDY BERRINGTON (FAREHAM)
3. FORMAT/COMPOSITION/START/DURATION 

The league will comprise of up to a maximum of eight five person teams, one team from each participating Y.B.C. in Hampshire. If there is an odd amount of teams a vacancy (blind) team will be implemented. Each team can have registered a maximum of 20 players at any one time. The league will run on a scratch basis, and all teams will each host one round. The league will therefore run for up to a maximum of rounds according to the number of teams. It is anticipated that one round will be played each month ensuring that the start and finish dates fall within the same bowling year as defined by current YBC criteria. The league will commence in October 2009 (exact date t.b.a.). The official playing time for the league is on a Sunday morning with the time to vary depending on the host centre. A lane draw will be held at the start of each round. Each of the three games will be bowled on a different pair of lanes. League practice will normally commence 10 minutes prior to the advised start time. This will be the earliest that practice will commence. Each team will be made up of five bowlers with a maximum total point value of 17 and must include at least one female bowler. Should a Team not be able to field a female bowler then a maximum team point value of 14 will be applied. However if a female bowler is not available to bowl in any round, a male bowler can bowl in the female’s place but the total team points value must not exceed 14.  Any team found to have fielded a team with a points total in excess of 17 (14 no female) points, will only be awarded 2 points for the round that the infraction took place. Each team is to have a dedicated team manager who must be an authorised YBC licensed official or instructor. The team manager will be responsible for furnishing to the league secretary a full list of the bowlers to be registered, together with their (CONFIRMED) ages and BTBA numbers at least 14 days prior to the date of the first round. Players may be de-registered and re-registered but the total registered must not exceed 20 at any point. If on any round the host centre is unable to provide dressed lanes, that particular round will be postponed. Each host centre will appoint a person to act as “Tournament Manager”.  

4. POINTS

Each round will be contested for points as follows. All teams will draw for lanes on the day, and then play a 3 game series over three pairs of lanes. The team with the highest overall pin-fall on the day will be declared the winner of that particular round. The team with the second highest pin-fall would be placed second etc. etc. The last placed team of each round will be awarded 2 points. Then each team place higher would gain a further 2 points and so on. After all rounds have been played the team with the most points would be declared Hampshire area YBC champions.

5. REARRANGED ROUNDS/POSTPONEMENTS

All rounds must be bowled as scheduled unless they are legally postponed by pre-arrangement with the league secretary. The secretary must be advised verbally no less than 14 days prior to the scheduled round. All other team managers must also be advised by the same method and with the same notice period. Postponements will only be accepted under exceptional circumstances and are at the discretion of the full league committee.  

6. ABSENT BOWLERS (BLIND)

A blind score will be used in the absence of any player. The blind score will be set at 90. An absent bowler (blind), will count as 2 points towards the overall team composition points total of 17 (14 if no female bowler). The blind score is deliberately set low to ensure that teams do not field high points value players only and then rely on a high blind in place of a lower point rated bowler. 

7.   ABSENT TEAM

In the event of an entire team being absent, no points for that round will be awarded to the absent team. All other teams will have to bowl as normal. An absent team is one, which is not present by the start of the fifth frame of the first game.

8.   TARDY PLAYER/TEAM

Players/teams that arrive late will be given an allowance of four frames. If the player/team is absent at the beginning of frame 5, then rule 6 or 7 will apply. 

9.
TIED POINTS

In the event of tied scores in any particular round, the points will be shared. In the event of a points tie after the final round, highest pinfall will take precedence.

10.  NEW PLAYER (S)/TEAM (S)

All new players/teams must register 7 days before the round that they are due to bowl in. The team manager will have the responsibility to inform the Secretary and the President of new players and /or teams. If a team withdraws from the league, a replacement team (a new and separate team from any already in the league) may be permitted to enter, subject to the same point per player criteria and committee discretion. The new team adopts the points standing only of the withdrawing team. All other scores will be set to zero. 

11. SUBSTITUTES/PACERS

There will be no substitutions allowed in this league once play has commenced. If a bowler becomes ill or is injured during play normal BTBA ruling will apply. Pacers are allowed to bowl where there is space but their scores will not count towards those teams totals, or to the pacers league statistics, or any other status. If there are an odd number of teams the home YBC would be expected to provide a pacing team to avoid any team having to play alone. The pacing team does not have to meet the criteria stated in item 3.

12. PRIZE FUND

The prize fund committee will decide all prizes within this league (see item 13). Any team that withdraws from the league will not be entitled to any prizes. Each team will contribute £5.00p to the prize fund (£1.00p per player) per round. The prize fund must be paid irrespective of whether individual bowlers or teams are absent. 

13. PRIZE FUND COMMITTEE

The prize fund committee will comprise of the President, Vice-President, Treasurer and the Secretary.

14. LINEAGE 

This will be variable depending on individual centres rates. It is hoped that the maximum per game would not exceed £2. The team manager of each home centre, to advise the lineage cost to the league Secretary as soon as it is known. All lineage can be subject to change without notice, and this is totally beyond the control of the league officials.

15. LEAGUE COSTS

Lineage Per Player  -   £  Variable depending on venue (Likely to be between £6.00p and £7.50p) 

Prize Fund Per Player  -  £1.00p (This will be added to the lineage when known)

Total cost per player likely to be between £7.00p & £9.50p (£35.00p to £42.50p per team)             

16. LEAGUE FINANCES 

The Treasurer, or in his /her absence an authorised deputy, is responsible for collecting all funds on the day. All money will be banked at least monthly. The league President must check the finances and sign the records to show that he/she has done so, at least monthly.

17. DISPUTES 

All disputes will be governed by the BTBA. All disputes must be raised on the same day as the dispute occurs and followed up in writing to either the President or the Secretary within 15 days. All disputes will be resolved by the league committee subject to appeal to the BTBA, which will hold a meeting once the written objection is received. The league committee will answer all disputes.

18. RULES VERIFICATION

The above rules were agreed at the AGM of 19/07/09. Any rules not covered within these league rules, then B.T.B.A rules will be used. 

19. CODE OF CONDUCT/MISC RULES

As this is a junior league, normal junior league conduct rules will apply. These include no smoking or consumption of alcohol by any competitors, no mobile phones to be on the lanes. Abusive language/behaviour or abuse of equipment may result in immediate dismissal and forfeiture of score. All competitors must wear the relevant Y.B.C. shirt and wear dark coloured trousers/tailored shorts/skorts as per the rules for the nationals. Should a bowler be found to have unacceptable clothes and is unable to change them they will be scored as a pacer. Only licensed instructors/coaches/officials displaying a current licence will be allowed on the lanes. Licences must be displayed. Coaching can only be given by licensed instructors. 
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